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Colloquial Japanese has three classes of inflected 
words: VERBS, inflected for ten categories; ADJEC- 
TIVES, inflected for nine categories; and a COPULA, 
inflected for eight categories. Only the first two 
classes concern us here. 

Every Japanese verb or adjective consists of a 
BASE and an inflectional ENDING. (Zero counts as 
an ending in certain forms.) The base may con- 
sist of one morpheme or of more than one; if it 
contains more than one morpheme, it has two and 
only two IMMEDIATE CONSTITUENTS. (But an ex- 
ception to this general statement will be noted in 
§1.3.) According to the structure of the base, 
verbs and adjectives are grouped in three DERIVA- 
TIONAL CLASSES, each with subdivisions. A verb 
or adjective is PRIMARY if the base has no con- 
stituent (smaller than the base itself) that occurs 
either as a free form or as the base of another 
inflected word. It is SECONDARY if both consti- 
tuents of the base are bound forms and at least 
one of them occurs as the base of another inflected 
word. It is TERTIARY if the prior constituent of 
the base is a free form and the second constituent 
is a bound form. 


* This paper is the third in a series of articles dealing 
with various phases of colloquial Japanese grammar. 
The first, dealing with inflection, appeared in JAOS 
66.97-109 (1946); the second, presenting an outline of 
the syntax, appeared in Lang. 22.200-48 (1946). These 
two papers will be referred to as SCJI and SCJII re- 
spectively. The present article assumes the contents of 
SCJ I as known. 

For an acknowledgment of the help that I have re- 
ceived from the American Council of Learned Societies, 
from several Japanese informants, and from my col- 
leagues, see SCJ I, fn. 1 (JAOS 66.97). Rulon S. Wells 
has again given me the benefit of detailed criticism. 

The transcription used here is the same as that used 
in SCJI (see JAOS 66.98 fn. 4). In the examples, a 
hyphen separates the immediate constituents of the base, 
and a vertical bar sets off the inflectional ending. Vowel 
verbs, consonant verbs, and adjectives are identified by 
the endings of their name-forms (-|ru, -|u, and -|i re- 
spectively). The base-final -w- of consonant verbs like 
kau ‘buys’ (morphophonemically kawu) is written in 
all forms; where it is not phonemically present—before 
a following vowel other than a—the letter is enclosed in 
square brackets. 


1. PRIMARY FORMATIONS 


1.1. Primary verbs and adjectives are sub- 
divided into three groups: simple, complex, and 
denominal. 


A SIMPLE PRIMARY word has a base consisting 
of one bound morpheme; e.g. tabé|ru ‘eats; i|ru 
‘is, mát|u ‘ waits,’ nár|u ‘becomes,’ arúk|u ‘ walks,’ 
isóg|u ‘hurries, ka[w]|u ‘buys,’ asob|u ‘plays’; 
naga|t ‘is long,’ omo|t ‘is heavy, omosiró|i ‘is 
interesting, entertaining.’ 


1.2. A COMPLEX PRIMARY word has a base 
whose immediate constituents are both bound forms, 
neither of which occurs alone as the base of another 
inflected word. Many verbs and adjectives have 
partially identical bases and a common element of 
meaning ; the following list is a sampling only.’ 


kuya-m|u ‘regrets’ : kuya-st|t ‘is regrettable’ 

muzuká-r|u ‘frets? : muzuka-si|t ‘is difficult ’ 

sokon-G[w]|w ‘spoils’ : sokon-é|ru ‘id, 

yas-ú|i ‘is inexpensive’ : yas-asi|t ‘is easy’ 

kega-ré|ru ‘is polluted’ : kegd-s|u ‘stains’ : kega- 
rawast|t ‘is filthy’ 

atata-mar|u ‘gets warm’ : atata-mé|ru ‘warms it’ 
: atata-ka|t ‘is warm’ 

sam-é|ru ‘gets cool” : sam-ds|u ‘cools it’ : 
úļi ‘is cold’? 

kur-e|ru ‘gets dark’ : kur-a|t ‘is dark’ : kur-6|i 
‘is black’ 


Two or more primary inflected words whose 
bases have the same prior constituent are ROOT- 
RELATED. Verbs in a root-related set are accentu- 
ally alike, all tonic or all atonic; but root-related 


Sam- 


? Many of the items in this list and the lists that 
follow were supplied by Rulon S. Wells and Elizabeth 
F. Gardner from their own collections. The derivation 
of inflected words is discussed casually in a number of 
books, but the treatments are for the most part frag- 
mentary and scattered. Among recent works, these two 
contain useful material: 

C. K. Parker, A dictionary of Japanese compound 
verbs; Tokyo, [1939]. 

J. K. Yamagiwa, Modern conversational Japanese; 
New York and London, 1942. 
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adjectives are sometimes accentually different (e.g. 
yas-úļi + yas-asi|t). 

For a discussion of root-related verbs of which 
one is intransitive and the other transitive, see 
82.4 below. 

A small subclass of complex primary words con- 
sists of adjectives whose bases contain a redupli- 
cated form plus the morpheme -si- (already met 
with above in kuya-st|t and muzuka-sil1). The 
morpheme which appears twice in the prior con- 
stituent may be free or bound; but the redupli- 
cated form itself does not occur either as a free 
form or as the base of another inflected word.” 
Examples: 


namanama-si|t ‘is fresh, unripe’; cf. the noun 
náma ‘unripe, raw’ 

meme-st|t ‘is effeminate’; cf. the noun me ‘ fe- 
male,’ and the prefix me-~ meñ- in mé-ust 
‘cow’? (usi ‘cattle’), me-inu ‘bitch’ (inú 
‘dog ’), meñ-dori ‘hen’ (tort ‘ bird’; on t~d, 
see §2.7 below) 

itaita-st|t ‘is pitiful, sad’; cf. tta-, base of the 
simple primary adjective itd|t ‘is painful’ 


1.3. A DENOMINAL PRIMARY word has a base 
that is homonymous (aside from its accent) with 
a noun of the same or similar meaning. Instances 
are few; all are adjectives. Examples: 


maru|t ‘is round’; cf. maru ‘ circle’ 

manmaru|t ‘is exactly round’; cf. mañ-maru 
‘perfect circle’ (intensive prefix mañ- ~ maq- 
+ maru ‘circle °) 

sikaku|i ‘is square’; cf. si-kaku ‘rectangle’ (sí 
‘four’ + kaku ‘angle ’) 

kuro|t ‘is yellow’; cf. ki-tro ‘yellow’ (ki ‘yellow’ 
+ iro ‘ color’) 

tyairo|i ‘is brown’; cf. tya-tro ‘brown’ (tya ‘tea’ 
+ iró ‘ color’) 

magsir6|t ‘is pure white’; cf. mag-siro ‘pure 
white’ (intensive prefix mañ- ~ maq- + siro 
white °) 3 


2a This does not invalidate our introductory statement 
that no constituent of the base in a primary word occurs 
alone as a base or as a free form; for we are concerned 
ìn this paper with immediate constituents only, not with 
the morphemes into which one or both of the immediate 
constituents may be further analyzed. 

* There is an adjective siré|i ‘is white’; but we prefer 
to derive magqsiré|i rather from the noun magsiro, so as 
to keep our statement concerning the distribution of the 
prefix mañ- ~ maq- as simple as possible. Siré|i itself, 
in terms of our classification, is a denominal primary 
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For descriptive purposes, we say that the adjective 
is DERIVED from the noun; it is tonic or atonic in 
agreement with the underlying word. Regardless 
whether the noun contains one morpheme or more 
than one, the base of the derived adjective consists 
of only a single constituent. In the adjective 
stkaku|t, for example, the base contains two mor- 
phemes, st and kaku; but the construction by 
which these two morphemes are joined is a feature 
of the underlying noun, not of the adjective: 
sikaku|t is derived from the compound noun si- 
kaku by exactly the same process by which maru|t 
is derived from the simple noun maru—i.e. by the 
mere addition of the inflectional endings -t, -kagta, 
etc. 


2. SECONDARY FORMATIONS 


2.1. A secondary inflected word has a base 
whose immediate constituents are both bound 
forms; at least one of them occurs alone as the 
base of another inflected word. If only one con- 
stituent occurs alone as a base, the secondary word 
is COMPLEX; if both constituents occur alone as 
bases, the secondary word is COMPOUND. 

We regard the base of a complex secondary word 
as DERIVED from that of some underlying word; 
for the sake of brevity we speak of a whole word 
(not only its base) as derived from another. 
According to the manner of derivation, by prefix 
or by suffix, we distinguish between PRE-EXTENDED 
and POST-EXTENDED complex secondary words. 

The NUCLEUS of a complex secondary word is 
the constituent that occurs alone as the base of 
another word; it may consist of one morpheme or 
of more than one. In the former case, the sec- 
ondary word is derived from a simple primary; 
in the latter case, it is derived from a complex 
primary, from another secondary, or from a ter- 
tiary word. Since we are concerned here only with 
the immediate—not the ultimate—constituents of 
the base, we shall consider all secondary words to 
be structurally equivalent, regardless of the struc- 
ture of the underlying words. 


2.2. A PRE-EXTENDED secondary word has a 
base consisting of a nucleus with a prefix. Except 


for words with the so-called honorific prefix o-, 


adjective based on the noun siro. Whether the adjective 
was historically derived from the noun or the noun from 
the adjective is irrelevant to the classification. Since the 
treatment in this article is purely descriptive, historical 
considerations are out of place here. 
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formations of this kind are not numerous. In the 
examples, the underlying word is given first. 


hairinasár|u ‘enters (honorific)’ : o-hairinasar|u 
‘id? 

sabist|i ‘is lonely? : o-sabisi|i ‘id. (honorific)? 

samt |i ‘is cold’ : o-samu|i ‘id. (honorific) ’ 

isogast|t ‘is busy’ : o-tsogasi|i ‘id. (honorific)? 

tiga[w]|w ‘is different’ : ma-tiga[w]|u ‘makes a 
mistake ° 

mayo[w]|u ‘is puzzled, loses the way’ : 
mayd[w||u ‘wanders about’ 


sa- 


The force of the prefix o- is to add a connotation 
of deference to the lexical meaning of the under- 
lying word (which may be already honorific), and 
hence especially to make this meaning applicable 
to the person, possessions, actions, or attributes of 
someone toward whom the speaker wishes to show 
respect. Note that all adjectives containing this 
prefix are atonic. The prefixes ma- and sa- appear 
to be unique; their meaning may be defined as the 
semantic increment (whatever it may be) by which 
the meaning of the secondary formation is derived 
from that of the underlying word. 


2.3. A POST-EXTENDED secondary word has a 
base consisting of a nucleus with a suffix. Forma- 
tions of this kind are extremely numerous, and 
play an important role in Japanese grammar. 

A post-extended word is HOMOGENEOUS if it is 
derived from a word of the same class (a verb from 
a verb, an adjective from an adjective). It is 
HETEROGENEOUS if it is derived from a word of 
a different class (a verb from an adjective, an 
adjective from a verb). A homogeneous secondary 
verb always agrees in its accent with the verb from 
which it is derived. 

In the following lists of examples, the abbre- 
viations ‘intr’ and ‘tr’ stand for ‘ intransitive’ 
and ‘transitive’ respectively. On the meaning of 
these terms see §2.4 below. 


Homogeneous secondary verbs: 


ak|u ‘opens’ intr : ak-elru ‘opens’ tr 

kawák|u ‘dries up’ intr : kawak-ds|u ‘dries’ tr 

wazura|w]|u ‘suffers [illness]? tr : wazuraw-as|u 
‘troubles’ tr 

tatak|u ‘strikes’ tr : 
battle)’ intr 

tukur|u ‘makes’ tr : 

sir|u ‘knows? tr 


tatak-a[w]|u ‘fights (in 


tukur-6[w]|u ‘repairs’ tr 
: str-abe|ru ‘investigates’ tr 


Heterogeneous secondary verbs: 
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ita|i ‘is painful’ : ita-m|u ‘feels pain’ intr 

kurust|i ‘is tormenting’ : kurusi-m|u ‘suffers’ 
intr 

tanost|i ‘is pleasant’ : tanosi-m|u ‘enjoys’ tr 

tuyd|t ‘is strong’: tuyo-mé|ru ‘strengthens’ tr 

yowa|t ‘is weak’ : yowd-r|u ‘grows weak” intr 
: yowa-mélru ‘weakens’ tr 

hayáli ‘is quick, early’ : haya-már|u ‘is hasty’ 
intr : haya-mé|ru ‘ expedites’ tr 

hird|t ‘is wide’ : hiro-már|u ‘spreads’ intr : hiro- 
mé|ru ‘diffuses’ tr 

hut6|t ‘is thick’ : hutdé-r|u ‘ grows fat’ intr 

host|t ‘is desirable’ : hosi-gár|u ‘desires’ tr 

kawai|i ‘is charming, lovely’ : kawai-gár|u ‘loves, 
pets’ tr 

samu|i ‘is cold’ : samu-gar|u ‘feels cold’ intr 

tabeta|it ‘wants to eat’ : tabeta-gdr|u ‘feels like 
wanting to eat’ tr 


Homogeneous secondary adjectives: 
araļi ‘is rough’ : ara-qpóli ‘is rough, coarse’ 
siró|i ‘is white’ : siro-qpóļi ‘is whitish’ 
yasú|ļi ‘is inexpensive’ : yasu-gpd|t ‘is cheap, 
tawdry’ 
kitand|i ‘is dirty’ : kitana-rast 


t ‘is dirty-looking ’ 
Heterogeneous secondary adjectives: 

iség|u ‘hurries’ intr : tsog-ast|t ‘is busy’ 

itam|u ‘feels pain’ intr : itam-ast|i ‘is sad’ 

yorokób|u ‘rejoices’ intr : yorokob-ast|i ‘is joy- 
ful’ 4 


ne|ru ‘goes to sleep’ intr : me-muli ‘is sleepy’ 


The foregoing lists illustrate only a fraction of 
the suffixes that occur in such words. The follow- 
ing suffixes are present in one or more of the 
examples: 5 
deriving homogeneous verbs: -e- (tr), -as- (tr), 

-ow- (tr), -abe- (tr), -aw- (intr) 
deriving heterogeneous verbs: -me- (tr), -r- (intr) 

-mar- (intr), -m- (both), -gar- (both) 
deriving homogeneous adjectives: -qpo-, -rasi- 
deriving heterogeneous adjectives: -asi-, -mu- 


Some of these suffixes (especially -gar-) are pro- 


4This adjective could also be derived from the verb 
yorokob-ds|u ‘ gladdens,’ which itself is a derivative from 
yorokob|u. We refer the adjective rather to yorokob|u 
so as to escape the necessity of setting up an additional 
morpheme -7-. 

5 Denzel Carr, Certain verb formations in modern 
Japanese 56-8 (Yale University diss., 1937), finds only 
one suffix deriving verbs from verbs. This is -m-, with 
various ‘extensions’ (-muwu-, -mer-, -mar-). 
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ductive; others are rare, or even limited to a single 
formation. 


2.4. As appears from the examples in the pre- 
ceding section, the relation of an underlying verb 
to its derivative, or between two verbs derived 
from the same adjective, is often that of INTRANSI- 
TIVE tO TRANSITIVE or the reverse. In the pairs 
ak|u : ak-e|ru and kawdk|u : kawak-ds|u, the 
underlying verb is intransitive, the secondary 
formation transitive; in the pair tatak|u : tatak- 
G[w]|w, this relation is reversed; and in the 
pairs yowd-r|u : yowa-mélru (both derived from 
yows|t), haya-már|u : haya-mé|ru (from hayd|t), 
and hiro-mér|u : hiro-mé|ru (from hiré|t), the 
first member is intransitive and the second is 
transitive. The same relation obtains between some 
of the root-related primary verbs listed in §1.2 
—thus kega-ré|ru ‘is polluted’ intr : kegd-s|u 
‘stains’ tr, atata-mar|u ‘ gets warm’ intr : atata- 
mé|ru ‘warms it’ tr. 

Our use of the terms INTRANSITIVE and TRANSI- 
TIVE rests on a combination of morphologic and 
syntactic criteria. In the following discussion we 
shall consider both primary and secondary forma- 
tions. Since secondary verbs derived from the 
same underlying word (such as haya-maér|u and 
haya-mé|ru, both derived from hayd|1) are related 
to each other exactly as if they were root-related 
primary verbs (like atata-mdr|u and atata-mé|ru), 
the term ‘ root-related ’ will be understood from 
this point on to include both primary formations 
and pairs of secondary formations derived from 
the same underlying word. 

Of two verbs, one is intransitive and the other 
transitive, if (1) they are morphologically con- 
nected as underlying word and derivative or as 
root-related formations; and if (2) they differ 
syntactically in that one of them (designated the 
transitive member of the pair) is sometimes pre- 
ceded by a direct object, whereas the other (desig- 
nated the intransitive member) is never so pre- 
ceded. A direct object, in Japanese, is a noun or 
other substantive expression followed by the par- 
ticle o; see SCJ II, §4.3 et passim. For example, 
the verbs naó-s|u ‘repairs, cures? and naó-r|u 
‘recovers, is cured’ are root-related primary for- 
mations; nadsu is sometimes preceded by a direct 
object (e.g. ziddosya o nadsu ‘repairs the car’), 
whereas naéru is never so preceded. Therefore 
nadsu is transitive and naóru is intransitive. 

The following lists illustrate most of the formal 
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relations between paired intransitive and transitive 
verbs known to the writer; all the more common 
relations are included. Where a particular rela- 
tion is illustrated by three pairs of verbs, the ex- 
amples have been selected from a larger number ; 
where a relation is illustrated by only one or two 
pairs, the examples are all that have come to the 
writer’s attention. In each pair, the INTRANSITIVE 
verb is given FIRST. 


Primary formations: 


nad-r|u ‘recovers, gets well’ : naó-s|u ‘ repairs, 
cures ” 

káe-r|u ‘comes back’ : kae-s|u ‘ gives back’ 

nokó-rļu ‘is left over’ : nokó-s|u ‘leaves behind ’ 

no-r|u ‘ gets on, rides’ : no-se|ru ‘ places on, takes 
on’ 

kowa-ré|ru ‘gets broken’: kowd-s|u ‘breaks’ 

tao-ré|ru ‘falls down’ : tad-s|w ‘throws down’ 

kaku-ré|rw ‘is concealed’ : kakú-s|u ‘ conceals ? 

kudá-r|u ‘descends’ : kuda-sár|u ‘ gives’ (origi- 
nally ‘lowers °) 

yowá-r|u ‘grows weak’ : yowa-mé|ru ‘weakens’ 

ag-ar|u ‘rises’ : ag-e|ru ‘raises, gives’ 

tom-ar|u ‘comes to a stop’: tom-e|ru ‘brings to 
a stop’ 

kaw-ar|u ‘ changes’ 
loss of w before e) 

kusub-úr|u ‘smokes’ : kusub-é|ru ‘fumigates ’ 

wak-aré|ru ‘parts’ : wak-é|rw ‘divides’ 

mo-e|ru ‘ catches fire’ : mo-s|w ‘ kindles’ 

mak-e|ru ‘is defeated’ : mak-as|u ‘defeats’ 


ka-e|rw ‘converts’ (with 


€ The material compiled for this study includes all 
pairs of verbs labeled cognate in Arthur Rose-Innes, 
Vocabulary of common Japanese words (= Conversa- 
tional Japanese for beginners, Part III; Yokohama, 
1933), and all the verbs listed in Yahei Matsumiya, 
A grammar of spoken Japanese 57-64 (Tokyo, 1935). 
Matsumiya groups pairs of transitive and intransitive 
verbs in 13 classes according to the native Japanese 
grammatical analysis; but the classification is based on 
largely irrelevant features. 

The problem of the relation between transitive and 
intransitive verbs in Japanese is one of peculiar com- 
plexity, and the present brief discussion does not pretend 
to offer a complete solution. A number of minor prob- 
lems within the main one have been passed over in 
silence, in order to keep the discussion reasonably con- 
cise. These include the treatment of w in such pairs as 
kaw-ar|u ‘changes’ : ka-el|ru ‘converts’; multiple corre- 
spondences like nob-i|ru ‘extends’ : nob-ds|u ‘ stretches’ 
: nob-éjru ‘spreads [a bed]’; and the relation, struc- 
tural and semantic, of transitives and intransitives re- 
spectively to causative and potential formations (§2.5). 
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nur-as|u ‘wets? 
nig-ás|u ‘sets free’ 
nob-as|u ‘stretches’ (cf. nob- 


nur-e|ru ‘ gets wet” : 

nig-é|ru ‘escapes’ : 

nob-i|ru ‘extends’ : 
é|ru below) 

ok-i|ru ‘gets up’ : ok-ds|u ‘ rouses’ 

ot-i|ru ‘drops’ : ot-ós|u ‘drops’ 

or-i|ru ‘ gets off’ : or-ós|u ‘takes down’ 

tuk-t|ru ‘is consumed’ : tuk-ús|u ‘ exhausts’ 

k-ie|ru ‘is extinguished’ : k-es|u ‘ extinguishes’ 

ik-i|ru ‘lives’ : ik-e|ru ‘keeps alive’ 

nob-ilru ‘extends’: nob-é|ru ‘spreads [a bed]’ 
(cf. nob-ds|u above) 

obu-sár|u ‘rides on [someones] back’ : 
[w]|u ‘carries on the back’ 


obu- 


Secondary formations; derived intransitive: 


tog-ar|u ‘tapers’ : tég|u ‘sharpens’ 

hasam-ar|u ‘gets between’ : hasam|u ‘ puts be- 
tween ” 

mi-é|ru ‘is visible’ : mt|ru ‘sees’ 

ni-e|ru ‘is cooked’ : ni|ru ‘boils’ 

tor-é|ru ‘breaks loose’ : tér|u ‘takes’ 

yak-e|ru ‘burns’ : yak|u ‘sets fire to’ 

nuk-e|ru ‘falls out’ : nuk|u ‘ pulls out’ 

kik-oe|ru ‘is audible’ : kik|u ‘hears’ 

hur-ue|ru ‘trembles’ : hur|u ‘shakes’ 

tatak-d[w]|u ‘fights (in battle)’ : taták|u ‘strikes’ 


Secondary formations; derived transitive: 


kawák|u ‘dries up’ : kawak-ds|u ‘dries’ 

ugoék|u ‘makes a movement’ : ugok-ds|u ‘moves’ 

tir|u ‘scatters’ : tir-as|u ‘disperses ’ 

ne|ru ‘goes to sleep’ : ne-kas|u ‘ puts to sleep’ 

hané|ru ‘splashes up’ : hane-kds|u ‘ bespatters’ 

ni|ru ‘resembles’ : ni-se|ru ‘imitates’ 

ak|u ‘opens’ : ak-e|ru ‘ opens’ 

tát|u ‘stands’: tat-é|ru ‘ erects’ 

narab|u ‘is arranged in a row’ : 
ranges in a row’ 


marab-e|ru ‘ ar- 


Many intransitive verbs are distinguished from 
root-related forms or derived from underlying 
words by a morpheme that contains (or consists 
of) the phoneme r; many transitive verbs are 
similarly distinguished or derived by a morpheme 
that contains (or consists of) the phoneme s. Such 
a morpheme is the thematic suffix or THEME of an 
intransitive or a transitive formation. A verb con- 
taining a theme is THEMATIC; other intransitive 
and transitive verbs are NON-THEMATIC. Examples 
of thematic intransitive: nad-r|u, kowa-ré|ru, tom- 
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ar|u, kusub-úrļu; of non-thematic intransitive: 
mak-e|ru, ok-ilru, kik-oe|ru; of thematic transi- 
tive: nad-s|u, no-se|ru, mak-as|u, ok-ós|u; of non- 
thematic transitive: ag-e|ru, obú-[w] |u, tat-é|ru. 
(The morpheme -sar- is not a theme, though it 
contains both r and s. Note that it appears both 
in the intransitive obu-sdr|u and in the transitive 
kuda-sér|u. The only other suffix that appears in 
formations of both kinds is -e-, which also is not 
a theme.) 

The base-final suffixes which appear in intransi- 
tive and transitive verbs, both thematic and non- 
thematic, are shown in the following list. After 
each suffix are entered the suffixes that contrast 
with it in root-related formations, and roman 
numerals to indicate the inflectional class of the 
underlying verbs from which secondary forma- 
tions are derived. Thus, the suffix -ar- in the left- 
hand column is followed by -e-, which contrasts 
with -ar- in such pairs as tom-ar|u : tom-elru, 
and by the roman numeral II, which indicates the 
inflectional class of the underlying transitive verb 
in such pairs as tog-dr|u : tég|u. 


INTRANSITIVE FORMATIONS: 
Thematic suffixes: 


Se -S-, -S€-, -Me-, -sar- 
= ra -e; IT 

-UT- senene -e- 

SPOS git aed -S- 

“ATC- 6.600. -e- 


Non-thematic suffixes: 


ee -s-, -as-; I, II 
~t- eneee -QS-, -0S-, -US-, -e- 
Ae- oenn -€S- 

SE) enn. TI 

-UC- sonenn II 

-AW- cae. II 

-SAT-on -W- 


TRANSITIVE FORMATIONS: 
Thematic suffixes: 


SOS. oe a hae -T-, -re-, -€- 
-AS- soeone -e-, --; IT 
-OS- ss cues -4- 

“US= esen. -t- 

HES- onean. ~1e- 

-Kas- ...... I 

SE- seresa -r-; I 
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Non-thematic suffixes: 


SOs uaan -ar-, -ur-, -are-, -i-; II 
-Me- ween -r- 

-W- sesse. -sar- 

“SUT veces -r- 


The second list shows separately all pairs of 
suffixes in primary formations (including here 
derivatives from the same underlying word), and 
all suffixes by which secondary formations are de- 
rived (again with roman numerals to indicate the 
inflectional class of the underlying verbs); but 
suffixes and pairs of suffixes found in only a single 
example are omitted. Figures denote the percentage 
of occurrences, exclusive of unique pairs, in the 
material examined (about 300 verbs). 


PRIMARY FORMATIONS: 
Both thematic: 


-f- 3 -S- 8.9 
-T- : -Se- 1.5 
-Te- : -S8- 7.4 
Intransitive thematic: 
-ar- : -e- 18.5 
Transitive thematic: 
~€- 3 -as- 9.6 
-t- : -08- 2.2 
Neither thematic: 
-1- : -@- 1.5 


SECONDARY FORMATIONS: 


Thematic intransitive: 


-ar- : II 1.5 
Non-thematic intransitive: 
-e-: I 1.5 
-e- : II 10.4 
Thematic transitive: 
II : -as- 19.2 
I: -kas- 1.5 
Non-thematic transitive: 
II : -e- 16.3 


Of the formations included in the second list, 
about 38% of the intransitives and about 50% 
of the transitives are thematic. Of the secondary 
formations included, about 26% are intransitive 
and about 74% are transitive. 
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The intransitive verbs considered up to this 
point are never preceded by a direct object. But 
certain verbs that are sometimes so preceded are 
nevertheless designated intransitive. If two verbs, 
both sometimes preceded by a direct object, are 
morphologically connected as underlying word and 
derivative or as root-related formations, and if at 
least one of them contains a theme (one of the 
thematic suffixes shown in the first list above), 
they are respectively intransitive and transitive 
according to the meaning of the theme or themes. 
For example, the verbs tóo-r|u ‘ passes by, passes 
through’ and téo-s|u ‘lets pass, admits’ are both 
sometimes preceded by a direct object (e.g. kooen 
o tóoru ° passes through the park,’ ziddosya o toosu 
‘lets the car pass’); but they are connected as 
root-related primary formations, parallel to naé-r|u 
‘recovers’ and naó-s|u ‘repairs,’ and each contains 
a theme (r and s). Therefore tóoru is intransitive 
and téosu is transitive. Again, the verbs d-é|ru 
‘emerges, goes out, leaves’ and d-ás|u ‘takes out, 
puts forth, dispatches’ are both sometimes pre- 
ceded by a direct object (e.g. uti o déru ‘leaves 
the house, tegami o dasu ‘mails a letter’); but 
they are connected as root-related primary forma- 
tions, parallel to mak-e|ru ‘is defeated’ and mak- 
as|u ‘defeats,’ and one of them contains a theme 
(-as-). Therefore déru is intransitive and ddsu is 
transitive. 

It is worth mentioning that all the intransitive 
verbs determined in this way are semantically verbs 
of motion, and that the direct object preceding an 
intransitive verb always denotes the locus of the 
motion. Other examples: kddo o mag-ar|u ‘turns 
the corner,’ kawá o wata-r|u ‘crosses the river,’ 
mitt o hasir|u ‘runs down (or along) the street’; 
cf. boo o mag-e|ru ‘bends a stick,’ hito o wata-s|u 
‘ferries a person across, ziddosya o hasir-ds|u 
‘runs the car.’ 

Verbs that are morphologically connected but 
do not contain a theme, as well as verbs not for- 
mally related to any other verbs, may be designated 
as transitive if they are sometimes preceded by a 
direct object, otherwise as intransitive. But the 
application of these terms to such verbs is irrele- 
vant in a morphological description. 


2.9. With a few exceptions, all Japanese verbs 
——whether transitive or intransitive, and regardless 
of the inflectional or derivational class to which they 
belong—underlie three GENERA of secondary post- 
extended verbs: CAUSATIVE, PASSIVE, and POTEN- 
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TIAL.’ The lexical meanings of these formations 
are those of the underlying verbs, modified by the 
class meanings of the three genera. 

Causative, passive, and potential verbs are de- 
rived by adding a GENERIC SUFFIX to the base of 
the underlying verb. In each genus, the suffix has 
alternant forms to follow bases of class I and 
class II: after a base terminating in a vowel, the 
suffix begins with a consonant; after a base termi- 
nating in a consonant, the suffix begins with a 
vowel (-a-). The CAUSATIVE is derived by the suffix 
-sase- ~ -ase-. The PASSIVE is derived by the suffix 
-rare- ~ -are-. The POTENTIAL is derived by the 
same suffix as the passive, except that there is a 
shorter alternant -e- (beside -are-) used after bases 
of class II. Verbs of class II thus underlie two 
different potential formations; the shorter is more 
common in conversation. All causative, passive, 
and potential verbs belong to class I, regardless of 
the class of the underlying verb; they are tonic or 
atonic in agreement with the verbs from which 
they are derived. Causative verbs are in one re- 
spect irregular: the forms with stopped endings ® 
have alternants with base-final -t- instead of -e- 
(thus -sasi|ta beside -sase|ta, -asi|ta beside -ase|ta, 
etc.). 

A causative verb itself underlies a passive forma- 
tion with the suffix -rare-, hence with the compound 
suffix -sase-rare- ~ -ase-rare-, often shortened to 
-sas-are- ~ -as-are-. But passives and potentials 
do not underlie further derivatives in these genera. 

The class meanings of the three genera may 
be approximately defined as follows. CAUSATIVE: 
“causes someone to perform the action,’ including 
the meanings ‘commands or forces someone to 
perform it’ and ‘allows someone to perform it.’ 
PASSIVE: ‘is affected by someone else’s action,’ 
including the meanings ‘is acted upon’ (in the 
sense of the Latin or English passive) and ‘is ad- 
versely affected by someone elses action? The 
passive of a transitive verb may have either of 


T The exceptions are of two kinds. (a) Some verbs 
have a lexical meaning which is not susceptible of modi- 
fication by the class meaning of one or more of the 
secondary formations; e.g. ár|u ‘there is? (b) Some 
verbs are paired with root-related forms whose lexical 
meaning happens to include the class meaning of a sec- 
ondary formation; e.g. ok-6s|u ‘ rouses, causes to get up’ 
beside ok-i|ru ‘ gets up.’ 

8 Past indicative, past presumptive, conditional, alter- 
native, and gerund. For these categories and for all 
terms relating to inflection, see SCJ I. 
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these two subsidiary meanings; the passive of an 
intransitive verb has only the second meaning.’ 
POTENTIAL: ‘is able to perform an action’ or 
‘an action is possible, without inherent distinc- 
tion between the types someone can do so-and-so 
and so-and-so can be done. 

The following examples include derivatives of 
three vowel verbs, three consonant verbs, and three 
irregular verbs. 


tabé|ru ‘eats’ : caus. tabe-sasé|ru ‘ causes to eat, 
feeds ’ 
pass. tabe-raré|ru ‘is eaten’ or ‘is adversely 
affected by someone’s eating something, esp. 
something that belongs to oneself ’ 
pot. tabe-raré|ru ‘can eat’ or ‘can be eaten, is 
edible ’ 
pass. caus. tabesase-raré 
caused to eat, is fed ’ 
ake|ru ‘opens it’: caus. ake-sase|rw ‘causes to 
open it’ 
pass. ake-rare|ru ‘is adversely affected by some- 
one’s opening it’ 
pot. ake-rare|ru ‘can open it’ or ‘can be opened ’ 
pass. caus. akesase-rare|ru or akesas-are|ru ‘is 
caused to open it’ 
kari|ru ‘borrows’ : caus. kari-sase|ru ‘causes to 
borrow ’ 
pass. kari-rare|ru ‘is adversely affected by some- 
one’s borrowing ’ 
pot. kari-rare|ru ‘can borrow’ or ‘can be bor- 
rowed ’ 
pass. caus. karisase-rare|ru or karisas-are|ru ‘is 
caused to borrow’ 
mát|u ‘waits’: caus. mat-asé|ru ‘causes to wait, 
keeps waiting ’ 
pass. mat-aré|ru ‘is awaited’ or ‘is adversely 
affected by someone’s waiting’ 
pot. mat-aré|ru or mat-é|ru ‘can wait’ 
pass. caus. matase-raré|ru or matas-aré|ru ‘is 
caused to wait, is kept waiting’ 
hands|u ‘speaks’: caus. hanas-asé|ru ‘causes to 
speak ? 


ru or tabesas-aré|ru ‘is 


° The passive has another use in the honorific style 
(see SCJ II, §3.31). There it replaces the underlying 
verb without change of meaning, when referring defer- 
entially to the action of someone toward whom the 
speaker wishes to show respect. (It would be semantic- 
ally more plausible to regard this as a use of the poten- 
tial, not the passive; but the formations with the short 
generic suffix -e- do not occur in this use.) 
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pass. hanas-aré|ru ‘is spoken’ or ‘is adversely 
affected by someone’s speaking ’ 
pot. hanas-aré|ru or hanas-é|ru ‘can speak’ or 
‘can be spoken’ 
pass. caus. hanasase-raré|ru or hanasas-aré|ru 
‘is caused to speak ’ 
ka[w]|u ‘buys’: caus. kaw-ase|ru*® ‘causes to 
buy’ 
pass. kaw-are|ru ‘is bought’ or ‘is adversely 
affected by someone’s buying’ 
pot. kaw-are|ru or ka-e|ru (with loss of w be- 
fore e) ‘can buy’ or ‘can be bought’ 
pass. caus. kawase-rare|ru or kawas-are|ru ‘is 
caused to buy’ 
ku|ru ‘comes’ : caus. ko-sasé|ru ‘causes to come’ 
pass. ko-raréjru ‘is adversely affected by some- 
one’s coming ’ 
pot. ko-raré|ru ‘can come’ 
pass. caus. kosase-raré|ru or kosas-aré|ru ‘is 
caused to come’ 
su|ru ‘does’ : caus. s-aselru ‘causes to do’ 
pass. s-are|ru ‘is done’ or ‘is adversely affected 
by someone’s doing’ 
pot. s-are|ru ‘can do’ or ‘can be done’; usually 
replaced by deki|ru ‘is possible’ 
pass. caus. sase-rare|ru or sas-are|ru ‘is caused 
to do’ 
ik|u ‘goes’ : caus. tk-ase|ru ‘causes to go, sends’ 
pass. tk-are|ru ‘is adversely affected by some- 
one’s going’ 
pot. ik-are|ru or ik-e|ru ‘can go’ or ‘is go-able, 
1.e. permissible ? 74 
pass. caus. tkase-rare|ru or tkas-are|ru ‘is caused 
to go’ 


2.6. With one exception,’? every verb under- 
lies a secondary adjective whose meaning is the 
negative corresponding to the meaning of the verb. 
These NEGATIVE ADJECTIVES are derived by adding 
to the base of the underlying verb a suffix with 


+° Note that the base-final -w- of ka[w]|u and similar 
verbs comes to the surface before a suffix beginning 
with -a-. 

11 The negative adjective derived from ik-e|ru (ike- 
na|i, see §2.6 below) occurs in a number of stereotyped 
combinations with the meaning ‘ won’t do’ or the like; 
e.g. tabénakereba tkenai ‘must eat’ (lit. ‘if one does 
not eat, it won’t do’), tábete wa ikenai ‘must not eat’ 
(lit. ‘as for eating, it won’t do’). 

12 The exception is ár|u ‘there is,’ whose negative is 
supplied by the primary adjective náļi ‘is not, is non- 
existent, there is not.’ On the negative of the irregular 
verb -mds|u see below. 
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two alternant forms: -na- after bases of class I, 
-ana- after bases of class II. But two forms of the 
negative paradigm (the non-past presumptive and 
the infinitive) lack this suffix and are characterized 
by the inflectional endings alone. In the selection 
of the endings for these two forms, and in their 
accentuation, negative adjectives differ from all 
others.** 

The base of a negative adjective ends in -a-, 
except that in the non-past presumptive and the 
infinitive the base is homonymous with that of the 
underlying verb. The adjective is tonic or atonic 
in agreement with the verb from which it is derived. 
If it is tonic, it has the accent on the second-last 
syllable of the ending in the non-past presumptive, 
and on the second-last syllable of the base in all 
other forms. If it is atonic, it has an accent on 
the second-last syllable of the ending in the non- 
past presumptive, and on the last syllable of the 
base in all the other forms except the non-past 
indicative and the infinitive. 

The following examples include three negative 
adjectives derived from verbs of class I, three de- 
rived from verbs of class IJ, and two derived from 
irregular verbs. 


tabé|ru ‘eats’ : tabé-na|i ‘does not eat’ 

ake|ru ‘opens it’ : ake-nali ‘does not open it’ 
kari|ru ‘borrows’ : kari-na|t ‘does not borrow’ 
mat|u ‘waits’ : mat-dna|i ‘does not wait’ 
hands|u ‘speaks’ : hanas-dna|i ‘does not speak’ 
ka[w]|u ‘buys’ : kaw-ana|i ‘does not buy’ 
ku|ru ‘comes’ : kó-naļi ‘does not come’ 

su|ru ‘does’ : si-na|t ‘does not do’ 


The negative formation corresponding to the 
irregular verb -mdsu (§3.5) is itself uniquely ir- 
regular. It has the form -maséf, and is without 
inflection. Since it has in several respects the 
syntactic functions of a negative adjective, we call 
it an ADJECTIVE SURROGATE. 


2. 7. COMPOUND SECONDARY words have a base 
whose prior constituent occurs alone as the base of 
an adjective, and whose second constituent occurs 
alone as the base of either an adjective or a verb. 
Examples : 


hos6|t ‘is thin, nagáļi ‘is long’ : hoso-nagé|i < is 
thin and long, slender ’ 


13 The inflection of negative adjectives and the main 
facts about their formation have been treated in SCJ I, 


§7. Part of this material is repeated here for the sake 
of completeness. 
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ao-ziro|i ‘is pale’ 


aóļi ‘is blue,’ sird|i ‘is white’ : 
aka-guro|i ‘is 


aka|i ‘is red,’ kurd|t ‘is black’ : 
dark red’ 

y6|i ‘is good, sugt|ru ‘ goes to excess’ : yo-sugi|ru 
‘is too good ’ 

také|i ‘is high, expensive,’ sugé|ru ‘goes to excess’ 
: taka-sugit|ru ‘is too expensive’ 


In ao-ziro|i and aka-guro|i, the voiceless initial 
consonant of the second constituent (siro-, kuro-) 
is replaced by the corresponding voiced sound. 
These examples illustrate a common irregular 
morphophonemic alternation: when a morpheme 
beginning with k, s, t, or h appears as the second 
member of a morphological construction, the initial 
consonant either remains unchanged or is replaced 
by a voiced consonant (k~g; s~z; t before 
a, 0, and e~ d; t before u and y ~z; h~b). 
The replacement is unpredictable: in some com- 
binations it is present; in others, apparently simi- 
lar, it is absent. Thus, the two varieties of kana, 
the Japanese syllabary, are called respectively kata- 
kana (with k unchanged) and hira-gana (with k 
replaced by g); the reduplicated form of tabi ‘a 
time’ is tabi-tabi ‘often’ (with ¢ unchanged in 
the second member), but the reduplicated form of 
toki ‘time’ is toki-doki ‘sometimes’ (with ¢ in 
the second member replaced by d). 


3. TERTIARY FORMATIONS 


3.1. A TERTIARY inflected word has a base 
whose immediate constituents are a free form and 
a bound form. According to the character of the 
second constituent, we distinguish two subclasses. 
A tertiary word is COMPLEX if the second con- 
stituent of the base does not occur alone as the 
base of another inflected word; it is COMPOUND 
if the second constituent does occur alone as a base. 

The free form which is the prior constituent of 
the base is most commonly a noun or the infinitive 
of a verb. It is convenient to regard the tertiary 
base, or the whole word, as DERIVED from the 
underlying free form. 


3.2. COMPLEX TERTIARY VERBS are derived 
from nouns by the addition of a suffix to make a 


14 Essentially, a voiceless sound is replaced by the 
corresponding voiced sound. The fact that h is replaced 
by b, and t before u and y (that is, ya, yo, yu, and ye 
= i) by z, is to be explained historically: earlier Japa- 
nese initial p > h, and earlier d before u and y fell 
together with z. 


BuocH: Studies in Colloquial Japanese III: Derivation of Inflected Words 


tertiary base. Instances are not numerous. Their 

accent is unpredictable. 

utá ‘song’: uta-[w]|u ‘sings’ 

témo ‘attendant, companion’ : tomo-na[w]|w ‘ac- 
companies ” 

haru ‘spring (the season)’ : haru-mék|u ‘looks 
like spring, is springlike ’ 

kokoro ‘heart’ : kokoro-é|ru ‘ understands ’ 

iyá ‘disagreeable’ : iya-gar|u ‘dislikes ° 

kinodoku ‘ pity’ : kinodoku-gar|u ‘ pities ’ 

Note here the suffix -gar-, homonymous with one 

of the suffixes which derive secondary verbs from 

adjectives (§2.3). 


3.3. COMPLEX TERTIARY ADJECTIVES are de- 
rived from nouns and from the infinitive of verbs 
by the addition of a suffix to make a tertiary base. 
The suffixes used in this way include -qpo-, 
homonymous with one of the suffixes which derive 
secondary homogeneous adjectives (§2.3). All ad- 
jectives containing -qgpo- are tonic: 


abura ‘ grease, oil, fat’ : 
oily ’ 

kaze ‘wind, cold in the head’ : kaze-qpé|t ‘feels 
sniffly ’ 

mizu ‘water’ : mizu-qpó|i ‘is watery’ 

okér|u ‘gets angry’ : okori-qpé|i ‘is quick- 
tempered ’ | 

wasure|ru ‘forgets’ : wasure-qpd|t ‘is forgetful’ 

simer|u ‘gets damp’ : sime-qpd|t ‘is damp’ (ir- 
regularly derived from stme, an infinitive of 
class I, instead of stmeri, the infinitive proper 
to this verb) 


Two of the morphemes which derive tertiary 
adjectives are indefinitely productive. These are 
-ta- and -rasi-. 


abura-qpo|i ‘is greasy, 


(1) Every verb, with a few exceptions,’ under- 
lies a DESIDERATIVE ADJECTIVE meaning ‘is desir- 
ous of performing the action denoted by the verb, 
wants to perform the action.’ Such adjectives are 
derived by adding -ta- to the infinitive of the 
underlying verb to make a tertiary base. They 
are tonic or atonic in agreement with the verb. 


Examples: 


tabé|ru ‘eats’: tabe-ta|i*® ‘wants to eat’ 


** The exceptions are of the same kind as those men- 
tioned under (a) in fn. 7. Further, the irregular verb 
-más\u underlies no adjective of any kind. 

16 It may seem arbitrary to regard the fraction tabe- 
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ake|ru ‘opens it’ : ake-ta|i ‘wants to open it’ 
kari|ru ‘borrows’ : kari-ta|i ‘wants to borrow’ 
mát|u ‘waits’ : mati-tá|i ‘wants to wait’ 
hanás|u ‘speaks’ : hanasi-ta|i ‘wants to speak’ 
ka[w]|u ‘buys’: kai-ta|t ‘wants to buy’ 

ki|ru ‘comes’: ki-td|i ‘wants to come’ 

su|ru ‘does’ : si-tali ‘wants to do’ 


(2) The suffix -rasi- (homonymous with one of 
the suffixes which derive secondary homogeneous 
adjectives, §2.3) is added to the last word in a 
noun expression, a relational phrase, or a clause 
with an indicative predicate*’ to form the base 
of a tertiary adjective. The prior constituent of 
the base is thus a noun, a particle, or an inflected 
word in the non-past or the past indicative; but 
the scope of the suffix -rast-, both semantically and 
syntactically, includes the entire preceding phrase. 
The meaning of the resultant formation is ‘ appar- 
ently or evidently is or does (was or did) so-and-so, 
seems to be or do (to have been or done) so-and- 
so.” All adjectives containing -rast- are tonic. 


in tabénai ‘ does not eat’ (§2.5) as the base of the verb 
tabé|ru, but the homonymous fraction in tabetdi ‘ wants 
to eat’ as the infinitive. The treatment is dictated by 
the corresponding fractions in negative and desiderative 
adjectives derived from verbs of class II. The word 
matdnai ‘ does not wait’ certainly contains no more than 
the base (mat-) of the verb mdt|u; the word matitái 
‘wants to wait’ certainly contains, or can be described 
as containing, the infinitive (máti). Unless we are to 
complicate our description by saying that the suffix -ta- 
is added to the base of vowel verbs but to the infinitive 
of consonant verbs, we must regard the two occurrences 
of the fraction tabe- as different: the tabe- in tabénai 
is a single morpheme, like the mat- in matdnai; the 
tabe- in tabetdt includes the ending of the infinitive 
(zero in verbs of class I), just as the mati- in matitái 
includes the infinitive ending -t. 

A different but less satisfactory description would 
treat all desiderative adjectives as secondary, not ter- 
tiary, derived from vowel verbs by a suffix -ta- and 
from consonant verbs by a suffix -ita- added to the base. 
But wherever it has been necessary to assume alternant 
suffixes to follow bases of class I and class II (causa- 
tive -sase- ~ -ase-, passive -rare- ~ -are-, negative -na- 
~ -ana-), the suffix following bases of class II begins 
with -a-. A double suffix -ta- ~ -ita- would be, from this 
point of view, irregular. 

*TIn its simplest form, a noun expression is a noun, 
with or without one or more modifiers preceding, and a 
relational phrase is a noun with a following particle. 
A clause contains a predicate, with or without one or 
more clause attributes preceding. For all these terms, 
and for a discussion of -rasi- from the syntactic point 
of view, see SCJ II. 
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Examples : 

háru ‘spring’ : haru-rast|i ‘seems to be spring, 
is springlike ’ 

kodomo ‘child’ : kodomo-rasi|i ‘seems to be a 
child, is childish or childlike’ 

deki|ru ‘is possible’ : dekiru-rasi|t ‘seems to be 
possible ” 

hands|u ‘speaks’ : hanasu-rasi|i ‘seems to speak’ 

déki|ta ‘was possible’ : dekita-rasi|i ‘seems to 
have been possible ’ 

hanasi|ta ‘spoke’ : hanasita-rasi|i ‘seems to have 
spoken’ 

yasti|i ‘is inexpensive’ : yasui-rasi|i ‘seems to be 
inexpensive ” 

atarasi|t ‘is new’ 
new’ 

ydsu|kagta ‘was inexpensive’ : yasukagta-rasi|« 
‘seems to have been inexpensive ’ 

kyóneñ atarasi|kagta ‘was new last year’ : kyóneñ 
atarasikaqta-rasi|t ‘seems to have been new last 
year’ 

tomodati no musumé ‘a friend’s daughter’ : tomo- 
dati no musume-rast|i ‘seems to be a friend’s 
daughter ” 

asoko ni súñde iru hito ‘the person who lives over 
there’ : asoko ni súñde iru hito-rast|i ‘seems 
to be the person who lives over there’ 

watakusi no ‘of me, my’ : watakust no-rasi|t 
‘seems to be mine’ 

tomodati no musumé kara ‘from a friend’s daugh- 
ter’ : tomodati no musumé kara-rasi|i ‘ seems 
to be from a friend’s daughter ’ 

mizu o nóñde iru ‘is drinking water’ : mizu o 
nóñde iru-rasí|i ‘seems to be drinking water’ 

zidóosya ka dénsya de kaegte kita ‘came back 
(lit. returning) by automobile or by streetcar’ 
: zvddosya ka dénsya de kdeqte kita-rasi|i ‘seems 
to have come back by automobile or by streetcar’ 


atarasti-rasi|i ‘seems to be 


3.4. COMPOUND TERTIARY VERBS have either a 
noun or the infinitive of a verb as the prior con- 
stituent of the base. The second constituent occurs 
alone as the base of another verb. The tertiary 
verb belongs to the same inflectional class as the 
verb in which the second constituent appears alone 
as a base; its accent is in most cases not pre- 
dictable from that of the underlying words. 

Formations with a noun as prior constituent 
are of two types. The first is illustrated by the 
following miscellaneous examples.%® 


1° The morphophonemic alternations that appear in 
some of these examples are of the kind already men- 
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tosi ‘year, age, tér|u ‘takes’ : tosi-tór|u ‘ grows 
older ’ 

ki ‘mind, spirit,’ tér|u ‘takes’ : 
on airs” 

kokoro ‘heart,’ tuk|ú ‘adheres to, touches’ 
: kokoro-zuk|u ‘ notices ’ 

kizu ‘injury, tuk|ú ‘adheres to, touches’ : kizu- 
tuk|u ‘ gets hurt’ 

kizu ‘injury, tuké|ru ‘attaches’ : 
‘injures ’ 

ki ‘mind, spirit, twka[w]|u ‘uses, spends’ : ki- 
zuka[w]|u ‘worries’ 


ki-dor|u ‘puts 


kizu-tuké|ru 


kiwa ‘edge, brink, tát|u ‘stands’ : kiwa-dat|u 
‘stands out prominently’ 
kokoro ‘heart, kaké|ru ‘hangs it’ kokoro- 


gake|ru ‘intends’ 

yoko ‘side, kir|w ‘cuts’? : yoko-gir|w ‘traverses, 
intersects ” 

té ‘hand,’ hands|u ‘ releases’ : te-bands 
his hold of’ 


u ‘lets go 


The second type with a noun as prior con- 
stituent contains the base of the irregular verb 
su|ru ‘does.’ Formations of this type are extremely 
numerous; their meaning, in general, is ‘ engages 
in a certain activity or is characterized by a certain 
quality.’ Verbs of this type are mostly atonic; 
all are inflected like su|ru. Examples: 
ansim “peace of mind’ : añsiñ-su|ru ‘is at ease’ 
beñkyoo ‘study, diligence’ : beñkyoo-su|ru 

‘studies ” 
hantat ‘opposite’ : hañtai-su|ru ‘is opposed ” 
keqkon ‘marriage, wedding’ : keqkoñ-su|ru ‘ gets 

married ” 
koosan ‘surrender’ : koosañ-su|ru ‘surrenders’ 
rikon ‘divorce’ : rikoñ-su|ru ‘ gets divorced ’ 
ryokoo ‘journey? : ryokoo-sul|ru ‘takes a trip’ 
sañpo ‘stroll’ : safipo-sulru ‘takes a walk’ 
sinpar ‘anxiety’ : siñpai-su|ru ‘is anxious’ 
siñsatu “medical examination’ : sifisatu-sul|ru ‘ ex- 

amines [a patient] ’ 
syuzyutu ‘surgical operation’ : 

‘performs an operation’ 

tyokin ‘savings’ : tyokiñ-su|ru ‘saves money’ 


sytizyutu-su| ru 


Just as the potential of su|ru is usually replaced 
by deki|ru (§2.5), so the potential of a compound 
verb with su|ru as the second member is usually 


tioned at the end of §2.7. Note that the t- of tor|u is 
replaced by -d- in ki-dor|u but remains unchanged in 
tosi-tor|u. 
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replaced by a compound verb with deki|ru as the 
second member; e.g. benkyoo-deki|rw ‘can study,’ 
keqkon-deki|ru ‘can marry, ryokoo-deki|ru ‘can 
travel, tyokin-deki|ru ‘can save money.’ 


3.5. Still more numerous are compound ter- 
tiary verbs in which the prior constituent of the 
base is an infinitive. The meaning of such a for- 
mation is usually a combination of the meanings 
of the two underlying verbs. Examples: 
ut|u ‘beats, koros|u ‘kills’ : 

to death ’ 
os|u ‘pushes,’ ake|ru ‘opens’ : 

open? 
húr|u ‘falls (of rain or snow); hazime|ru ‘begins’ 

: huri-hazime|ru ‘begins to fall? 
tob|u ‘flies, jumps,’ oré|ru ‘descends’ : tobi-ort|ru 

‘jumps down’ 
nú[w]|u ‘sews, tukeé 

“sews on’ 
moe|ru ‘burns,’ agar|u ‘rises’ 

‘blazes up’ 
mí|ru ‘sees, looks, mawas|w ‘revolves’ : 

mawas|\u ‘looks around ’ 
yom|u ‘reads, tuzuke|ru ‘continues’ : 

tuzuke|ru ‘ goes on reading’ 


uti-koros|w ‘beats 


osi-ake|ru ‘pushes 


ru ‘attaches’: 


nui-tuké| ru 
moe-agar|w 
mi- 
yomi- 
But certain verbal bases, when they appear as the 
second constituents in tertiary formations, have a 


meaning different from that of the underlying 
verb. Examples: 1° 


nak|u ‘cries, weeps,’ dds|u ‘takes out’? : naki- 
das|u ‘bursts into tears’ 
taté|ru ‘erects, builds,’ nads|u ‘repairs’ : tate- 


naos|u ‘rebuilds’ 

yom|u ‘reads, kirlu ‘cuts’ : 
through ” 

kák|u ‘writes’ sokoné[w]|u ‘spoils’ : kaki- 
sokoná[|w]|u ‘makes a mistake in writing’ 


yomi-kir|u ‘reads 


Here belong also verbs ending with -mds|u 
(-mdsi|ta, -mas|yóo, etc.). Although -mas- does 
not occur alone (with this meaning) as the base 
of any verb, it behaves in most other respects like 
the second constituent of a compound tertiary 


base.”° All verbs in the language (except only 


1° See the examples in Yamagiwa 144-6; Parker pas- 
sim; H. J. Weintz, Hossfeld’s Japanese grammar 113-5 
(London, 1904). 

7° Another difference is to be noted between formations 
with -mas- and other compound tertiary verbs: the forma- 
tions with -mas- do not underlie causative, passive, or 
potential derivatives, or indeed derivatives of any kind. 
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-más|u itself) underlie formations with -mas-. 
The meaning of the compound is the same as the 
meaning of the underlying word, with an added 
connotation of politeness. All compounds with 
-mas- are tonic. Examples: 


tabé|ru ‘eats’ : tabe-mds|u 
ake|rw ‘opens it’ : ake-mds|u 
kari|ru ‘borrows’ : kari-mds|u 
mat|u ‘waits’ : mati-mds|u 
hanás|u ‘speaks’ : hanasi-más|u 
ka[w]|u ‘buys’ : kai-más|u 
kui|ru ‘comes’ : ki-mds|u 

su|ru ‘does’ : si-mds|u 


3.6. COMPOUND TERTIARY ADJECTIVES, like 
verbs, have either a noun or the infinitive of a 
verb as the prior constituent of the base. The 
second constituent occurs alone as the base of 
another adjective. The accent of tertiary adjec- 
tives is usually not predictable from that of the 
underlying words; most of them are tonic. 

Formations with a noun as prior constituent 
may be illustrated by some words derived from 
kokoro ‘heart’: * 


kurusi|t ‘is tormenting’ : 
regrettable ” 

tuyd|t ‘is strong’ : kokoro-zuy6|t ‘is reassuring, 
confident ’ 


kokoro-gurust|t ‘is 


The addition of -mas- produces a base that is morpho- 
logically closed; cf. Leonard Bloomfield, Language 223 
(New York, 1933). 

*. The first three examples offer further illustrations 
of the morphophonemic process mentioned at the end of 
§2.7. 
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hos6|t ‘is thin’ : kokoro-bosé|i ‘is helpless, for- 
lorn’ 

yasasi|i ‘is easy’ : kokoro-yasasi ‘is kindhearted ’ 

nikúļi ‘is hateful’ : kokoro-niku|t ‘id? 

né|i ‘is not, is non-existent’ : kokoro-nd|i ‘is 
heartless ’ 


Formations with the infinitive of a verb as prior 
constituent mostly mean ‘is easy to do so-and-so’ 
and ‘is hard to do so-and-so’; those with yasúlļi 
and nikúļi are freely made from any verb whose 
lexical meaning admits of the modification involved 
in these compounds. Examples: 
tabé|ru ‘eats,’ i]t ‘is good’ : tabe-t|t ‘is easy to 

eat ’ 
tabé|ru, yasúļi ‘is inexpensive’ : tabe-yasúļi ‘is 

easy to eat’ 
tabé|ru, nikúļi ‘is hateful’ : tabe-nikúļi ‘is hard 
to eat’ 
nóm|u ‘drinks,’ íļi : nomi-t|t ‘is easy to drink’ 
nom|u, yast|t : nomi-yasúļi ‘is easy to drink’ 
nom|u, mki|t : nomi-niki|t ‘is hard to drink’ 

It has been the object of this paper to describe 
the chief categories of Japanese inflected words 
according to their formation. However, not every 
subtype of each category has been separately men- 
tioned. Thus, nothing has been said of forma- 
tions like hig-kaké|ru ‘entraps’ (hik|u ‘pulls’ 
+ kaké|ru ‘hangs’) and ake-qpands|u ‘leaves 
open’ (ake|ru ‘opens it’ + hands|u ‘lets go’), 
representing special subtypes of compound tertiary 
verbs (§3.5). In spite of such omission, it is 
believed that all formations, whatever their indi- 
vidual peculiarities, can be accommodated in the 
scheme here outlined. 


